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GLOBAL FLASHPOINT BRIEFING

Where Is the Next Global
Flashpoint?

Mapping the world's most dangerous borders, and
why a line on a map is still where wars start.

Cross-referencing recent reporting, government and military
statements, ACLED's tracking, and the International Crisis Group's
2026 watchlist.

August 2026 - 4-page preview www.dtlinux.com
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What's inside the full report

The complete report runs several pages and draws on fourteen primary sources. Here's the
structure, plus the summary table it opens with.

a The top pick, and why
Pakistan and Afghanistan's open war along the Durand Line, explained in full, with the timeline of
ceasefires and collapses.

e How we picked these six
The three tests used to separate a border under real, current strain from one that's simply old news.

e The complete six-border list
Ethiopia and Eritrea, India and Pakistan, India and China, the Korea DMZ, and Venezuela and Guyana,
each with sourced detail and current status.

° Also worth watching
Four more borders, including two that are actually getting calmer, and why they didn't make the top
SiX.

e The caveat that matters most
Why these six borders are not equally dangerous in the same way, and the century-old lines running
underneath most of them.

NO. BORDER RISK TIER WHY IT'S ON THE LIST
. . .. Pakistan declared open war in Feb 2026; ceasefires
1 Pakistan and Afghanistan keep collapsing.
Ethiopia and Eritrea (with - N
2 Sudan) Heavy fighting broke out Aug 1 to 3, 2026.
. . Fragile ceasefire; both sides have tested missiles
3 India and Pakistan (LoC) m since 2025,
. . Most sensitive standoff since the 2020 Galwan
4 India and China (LAC) @ clash.
5 North and South Korea m First warning shots fired in over a year, August
(DM2Z) 2026.
6 Venezuela and Guyana m A binding World Court ruling looms that one side

(Essequibo) has vowed to ignore.

The full report also includes an interactive dashboard version of this table, with the underlying incident
dates and dispute history for each border, filterable and kept current as these situations develop.
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The top pick: Pakistan and Afghanistan

Of every border on this list, this is the only one where a government minister has used the
words "open war." The immediate trigger is Pakistan's demand that Afghanistan's Taliban
government crack down on the Pakistan Taliban (TTP), which has intensified attacks in Pakistan's
border regions since re-establishing safe haven after the Taliban's 2021 return to power.
Underneath that sits an older dispute: Afghanistan has never formally recognized the Durand
Line, the border a British colonial administrator drew through Pashtun territory in 1893, as a

legitimate international boundary.

A ceasefire brokered by Qatar and Turkiye in October 2025 held for a few months. It broke down
on February 27, 2026, when Pakistan launched air strikes on Kabul, Paktia, and Kandahar;
Pakistan's Defence Minister declared, "Our cup of patience has overflowed. Now it is open war
between us and you." In the fighting that followed, Taliban forces reportedly captured and then

destroyed a Pakistani military outpost in Shorabak district, Kandahar...
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Continues in the full report, alongside Ethiopia and Eritrea, India and Pakistan, India and
China, the Korea DMZ, and Venezuela and Guyana



GET THE FULL REPORT

This is a short taste of the
complete briefing.

The full report covers all six borders in depth, four more worth watching, the
complete methodology, fourteen cited sources, and comes with a live
interactive dashboard you can embed or share. Get in touch and we'll send it

over, or talk to us about custom, continuously updated risk data for your own
sector or region.

THE FULL PACKAGE INCLUDES

e The complete written report (Word and PDF)
e The interactive risk dashboard, filterable by border
e Full source list with 14 primary citations

¢ Custom data or refresh schedule, on request

CALL OR WHATSAPP EMAIL

077 794 0449 info@dtlinux.com
WEBSITE INTERNATIONAL
www.dtlinux.com +94 77 794 0449

This preview reflects public reporting available as of August 2026 and is a risk synthesis, not a prediction of certainty. Sources

include Al Jazeera, Stars and Stripes, Sudan Tribune, the International Crisis Group, ACLED, and the International Court of Justice.
Full citations are in the complete report.



